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Dear Constituents:
Many of the consultations undertaken in the last year and a half - in health,
education, taxation, energy and environment - provided valuable information to
government in formulating public policy. There are a number of important goals
being achieved, in part, because of this engagement. Last year, Nova Scotia led
the country in export growth, and the population increased for the first time in
several years.
On a local level, I was able to supplement government consultations by holding
several open town hall meetings throughout the constituency, including the
sponsoring of a general community wide meeting on RCMP services. My satellite
office in Prospect continues to be open on Tuesday afternoons/evenings. It is
there to ensure greater numbers of people can have access to me and the services
of my office. In addition, several times a month I try to do valuable one on one
consultation by meeting you at your door.
I am encouraged by the dedication community members are showing in various
initiatives and events in the area. I would be pleased to attend when possible to
show my support.
I also invite you and your family to contact my office if you would like to visit
Province House and watch the legislature in action. I would be delighted to be
your host.

BBQ at Prospect Road Elementary School

Be sure to join me for my
FREE Community BBQ
Sunday 14th June 2015
12 noon until 2:00 pm
At the Lakeside REC Centre, 1492
St Margarets Bay Road
Bounce Castle for the kids!
Everyone welcome!

As your MLA I value your feedback on the issues facing our community. If you
have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Sincerely

Iain Rankin

At the ROC’s 1st Annual Volunteer
Awards Event

Funding for BLT Senior Elementary
For the second year in a row, our schools will receive capital repair funding. There will be a section of the roof of BLT senior
elementary replaced this year. I have been working closely with the administration of both schools and the Department of Education
staff to make sure these necessary repairs were carried out to ensure the continued comfort and safety of our students and staff.
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A MORE SUSTAINABLE PATH FORWARD
Finance

Protecting Health Care

On April 9th, the 2015/16 budget was tabled in the
Nova Scotia Legislature. When the current government
took office the deficit figure was 270 million. After some
difficult decisions, the budget deficit is now 102 million,
with some more work ahead to balance the budget so
that future generations in this area and throughout the
province are no longer saddled with unsustainable debt
levels. Restoring our province’s finances started at the
political level by freezing MLA salaries for three years and
eliminating the transitional allowance. This important
restructuring will help strengthen our economy, and
protect health care and education for years to come.

New expanded nursing program
I am pleased to say that the Province retained 90% of
our nursing graduates in 2014. Nova Scotia is looking to
reduce the time it takes to get trained nurses on the job
in the health care system. As part of a new $4.7 million
nursing strategy announced recently the three Nova
Scotia universities that grant nursing degrees will offer a
common curriculum and accelerated programs in order
to boost the province’s pool of trained nurses.

Effective April 1, a new provincial Health Authority
was created enabling a provincial wide strategy
consolidating nine district health boards into one,
in partnership with the IWK. With the Health
Authorities Act now established, the amount of
bargaining units have been streamlined from 50
down to 4. Reducing the amount of senior executive
level overhead costs will allow the Province to
invest in front-line care. The Province has directed
more funds into Home Care services, with 30
million last year and another 5.7 million for this
year.
Effective May 31, flavoured tobacco is banned
from sale in NS and the use of e-cigarettes and
waterpipes in indoor public places is prohibited.
Nova Scotia now has the most progressive tobacco
legislation in the country.
www.novascotia.ca/dhw/healthy-communities/
tobacco-act-amendments.asp.

BUILDING AND GROWING TIMBERLEA PROSPECT
Transportation
I continue to have high level meetings with senior staff within the Department of
Transportation for specific road improvements along Prospect Rd and other main arteries.
The communities along Beechville, Lakeside and Timberlea are HRM roads although I
have asked Councillor Rankin to request a new set of lights at the bottom of the Timberlea
Parkway and to continue with the crosswalk installments along the Bay Rd into Bayer’s
Lake Park. Signage and aesthetics along Prospect Rd has also been a priority for me.
The growing clutter of signs along the entrance of Prospect Rd should be coming down,
pending the approval of the Department of Transportation. I want to commend Councillor
Adams for supporting this at HRM council. The Department of Transportation has also
approved crosswalk flags for the Prospect Rd crosswalks. I am pleased this initiative taken
on by Scott Guthrie has recently expanded to include crosswalks in the BLT communities.
I encourage more people to support this www.crosswalkflags.ca for their local crosswalk.

Installing crosswalk flags with
Scott Guthrie

Reinvesting in Education
The Province has reinvested another 20.4 million budgeted for 2015/16 (65 million commitment over 4 years). Another
important initiative is investing 1.1 million for the mental health clinics and a 1.3 million increase for early intervention
programs in the schools. A modernized action plan will be implemented in September, 2015, with a focus on math and
literacy along with a newly released Provincial Code of Conduct. I put forth a request for a new “Citizenship” course for
students during the consultations. This new class will be implemented for all Grade 10 classes. I am pleased to see this added
into the curriculum.

Environment
We are fortunate to have broad areas of protected lands within
the area. With the EGSPA goal of protecting at least 12% of
land in Nova Scotia, I have met with the Minister and staff from
Department of Environment to discuss possible expansion of
Blue Mountain Birch Cove and Terence Bay Wilderness Area.
This is consistent with the Parks & Protected Plan, which you
can learn more about online:
www.novascotia.ca/parksandprotectedareas

New Department of Business

Recycle old clothing, shoes and fabrics

As recommended by the Ivany Report, a new Department of Business has been created, replacing Economic and Rural
Development. I look forward to using my business background to participate on how to help our economy grow. The
government enacted legislation to take political decision making out of economic development. All of the investments by the
Nova Scotia Government can be found online at www.novascotia.ca/business.
In our local community I am pleased with the number of new businesses opening, a championship 18 hole golf course
opening soon, and many other businesses revitalizing their curb appeal adding value and character to our communities
while providing local employment.

Celebrating Pink Day – against bullying

At C&D Recycling with Minister MacLellan

Monitoring operations at Otter Lake

Your voice counts!
Government Doing Its Homework on New Homework Standards
Parents, guardians, teachers and students can contribute to new homework standards through an online survey launched,
May 19. The online survey will help guide the new ministerial policy on homework for students from grades Primary to 12.
The policy will come into effect in September. The survey runs until June 12. A link to the survey can be found at https://
eapps.ednet.ns.ca/educationSurveys/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=760I464 .
Public Consultation: Administrative Penalties
Open for comments until June 24th 2015 – visit http://novascotia.ca/nse/dept/docs/discussion-framework-administrativepenalties.pdf to download the discussion paper and find instructions on submitting feedback. Nova Scotia Environment is
proposing to make changes to the Environment Act and to introduce new regulations that will allow administrative penalties
to serve as a tool to increase compliance and strengthen environmental protection.

E-Mail Newsletter
Receive the latest news and information about our community and my work as your
representative by signing up for my e-mail newsletter. Sign up today at my website
www.iainrankin.ca or by scanning the QR code on the right.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Part of what makes any community unique are the special events and celebrations that bring residents together. Summer is
a busy time of year as we aim to enjoy as much time in the great outdoors as possible, living active healthy lifestyles. We are
fortunate in our community to have so many community groups and volunteer organizations that work tirelessly to do just that.
Beechville Lakeside Timberlea Rails to Trails

This summer be sure to get out and explore the BLT Trail.
The BLT Trail begins in Beechville adjacent the Coca Cola
plant in the Lakeside Industrial Park and continues for 13
kilometers terminating at the intersection of the trail with
the St Margaret’s Bay Rd.
The BLT Community Garden
will be holding their Annual General Meeting at 11am, June
13th @Lakeside Employment Center, 1492 St. Margaret's
Bay Road, Lakeside, N.S B3T 1B3. Opening of the gardens
will follow the AGM meeting. All Welcome!!!
Get involved with the Community Garden by contacting:
BLT Community Garden, Lakeside Recreation Center,
1492 St. Margaret’s Bay Road, Halifax, NS
Email: bltcommunitygarden@gmail.com
Phone: 876-4001

Seniors Garden Party – Wednesday 15th July 2015 from
11am until 1pm – come join friends and neighbours at the
Prospect Road Community Centre for a lovely luncheon .
Call 852-2711 for more information. Everyone welcome!
Seniors BBQ at the S.S.Atlantic Heritage Park & Interpretive
Centre July 22nd 2015 from 12 noon until 3pm.
Cost $3. Per person Hamburgers & hot dogs, cakes, and
drinks, good company and music provided by the Jammers.
Everyone welcome!
Dance on the Dock with DJ Trevor Probert at East Coast
Outfitters in Lower ProspectAugust the 8. Admission is 5$
and a food donation for St Timothy's food bank. or more
information please visit www.eastcoastoutfitters.com
Fun in the Fog - August 23rd, 3pm start. Enjoy the music
of McGinty on the dock at East Coast Outfitters in Lower
Prospect. Come by land or sea! For more information visit
www.eastcoastoutfitters.com
S. S. Atlantic Heritage Park & Interpretive Centre
Open for the season. 180 Sandy Cove Road Terence Bay,
Nova Scotia Canada. Blessing of the Boats – July 26 2015 –
2:30pm www.ssatlantic.com

Prospect Road Community Gardens at the PRCC
A new group has recently formed to plan and develop
community gardens at the PRCC. To get involved or find
out more information please call 902-852-2711
Resource Opportunities Centre (ROC) Annual General
Meeting – Monday 15th June 2015 starting at 7pm at the
PRCC. The ROC is the volunteer group that oversee the
management of the Prospect Road Community Centre and
various community projects and initiatives from Goodwood
to West Dover. Whether you would like to join the Board or
simply find out what is going on, everyone is welcome.
Prospect Road & Area Recreation Association will be
holding their AGM on Tuesday 16th June at the PRCC
starting at 7pm. Everyone welcome!
Prospect Road Business Association will be holding their
Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 16th June 2015 at the
PRCC starting at 7pm. New businesses are always welcome.

Everyone is invited to attend this multi-denominational
service held outdoors on the rugged shores of Terence
Bay. Come by land or sea! Following the service will be a
reception at the Terence Bay Fire Hall.
Whatever you do and wherever you go this summer please
be sure to travel safely and make the most out of this glorious
season. I hope to see you at some of the wonderful events
being held in the Timberlea – Prospect riding. In closing
I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to all
Grade 12 Graduates from both Sir John A. MacDonald and
Halifax West High Schools, and I wish them every success in
their future endeavours.

